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No: 1017/1PA/VII1/2026 11th Aug 2026
To,
Sociedad Colombiana de Pediatria

Dear Dr. Gilda Zuiiiga ,Dr Angela Giraldo, Dr Marcela Fama
Statement of Solidarity with the People of Colombia Following the Earthquake

On behalf of the International Pediatric Association, we wish to express our
deepest solidarity with the people of Colombia following the devastating
earthquake that has affected families, children, communities, and healthcare
facilities.

Our thoughts are especially with the children and families who have been
displaced, injured, or separated from their homes and loved ones, and with all
those facing fear and uncertainty in the aftermath of this tragedy.

We extend our heartfelt support to the healthcare professionals, pediatricians,
nurses, emergency responders, and hospital teams who are working tirelessly
under extremely difficult circumstances to protect and care for children and
their families. We recognize the enormous challenges faced by hospitals and
health services when essential infrastructure and resources are disrupted.

In times of disaster, children are among the most vulnerable. They need
protection, medical care, psychological support, safe shelter, nutrition, and
above all, the reassurance that they are not alone. Every effort must be made to
ensure continuity of essential pediatric and maternal healthcare and to
safeguard children from further harm.

The International Pediatric Association stands in solidarity with our colleagues,
our pediatric community, and the people of Colombia during this difficult time.
We salute the courage and resilience of the Colombian people and the
dedication of those providing assistance on the ground.

Our message is clear: children must remain at the heart of every emergency
response. Their lives, health, dignity, and future must be protected.

To the children and families of Colombia, and to all those working to help them:
you are in our thoughts, and you are not alone.

With deepest sympathy and solidarity,

Dr. Carlos G. Alonso Rivera
President-Elect, IPA
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Dr. Joseph Haddad
President, IPA

Dr Naveen Thacker
Executive Director, IPA
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